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It’s a bird! It’s a plane! Wait, is that cardboard? Cardboard surrounds us in our daily lives, 
providing endless entertainment for children. The following children’s books illustrate how 
cardboard can fire up a child’s imagination. 
 
 
Not a Box  
by Antoinette Portis 

A box is just a box… until it’s not a box. From mountain to rocket ship, a small rabbit shows that a 
box will go as far as the imagination allows. 

 
The Birthday Box  
by Leslie Patricelli 

What’s better than getting a brand new toy as a gift? Playing with the box it came in! Climb in for 
a flight across the ocean, a jaunt on a sailing ship, some sledding down a slippery slope, and, of 
course, a brief stint as a robot.  

 
What to Do With a Box  
by Jane Yolen 

If you give a child a box, who can tell what will happen next? It may become a library or a boat. It 
could set the scene for a fairy tale or wild expedition. The most wonderful thing is its seemingly 
endless capacity for magical adventure, a feature captured in cardboard-esque art by Chris 
Sheban and rhythmically celebrated in this poetic tribute by Jane Yolen. 

 
Big Friends  
by Linda Sarah 

Birt and Etho are best friends. Together they play outside in big cardboard boxes. Sometimes 
they're kings, soldiers, astronauts. Sometimes they're pirates sailing wild seas and skies. But 
always, always they're big friends. Then one day a new boy arrives, and he wants to join them. 
Can two become three? 

 
The Firefighters 
by Sue Whiting 

After dressing up as fire fighters, building a fire truck out of a cardboard box, and extinguishing 
imaginary fires on the playground, Mrs. Iverson's students are surprised by the arrival of a real 
fire engine with real fire fighters on board. 

 
 

 
 
Paper becomes the main attraction in a paper collage, as sheets of all sizes are colored, cut and 
arranged to make a new, visually stunning image. The following children’s books are illustrated 
using paper collages and die cuts, creating memorable illustrations incorporating a wide variety 
of paper and other materials. 
 
 
Little Cloud  
by Eric Carle 

Every child loves to see fanciful shapes in the clouds. But what are clouds really for? Here a little 
cloud slips away from its parent clouds and turns itself into a series of wonderful forms - a sheep, 



an airplane, a hat, a clown - before rejoining the other clouds as they perform their real function: 
making rain. 

 
The Snowy Day  
by Ezra Jack Keats 

The adventures of a little boy in the city on a very snowy day. 
 
First the Egg  
by Laura Vaccaro Seeger 

Which came first? The chicken or the egg? Simple die-cuts magically present transformation-- 
from seed to flower, tadpole to frog, caterpillar to butterfly. 

 
Alexander and the Wind-Up Mouse  
by Leo Lionni 

Alexander, the mouse, makes friends with Willy, a toy mouse, and wants to be just like him until 
he discovers that Willy is to be thrown away.  

 
Table Manners  
by Vladimir Radunsky 

Chester teaches his good friend Dudunya about napkins, "full-mouthed speaking accidents," and 
other important aspects of proper mealtime behavior. 

 
Last Stop on Market Street  
by Matt De La Pena 

A young boy, CJ, rides the bus across town with his grandmother and learns to appreciate the 
beauty in everyday things.  

 
Trombone Shorty  
by Troy Andrews 

Hailing from the Tremé neighborhood in New Orleans, Troy "Trombone Shorty" Andrews got his 
nickname by wielding a trombone twice as long as he was high. A prodigy, he was leading his 
own band by age six, and today this Grammy-nominated artist headlines the legendary New 
Orleans Jazz Fest. 

 
The Noisy Paint Box  
by Barb Rosenstock 

In this exuberant celebration of creativity, Barb Rosenstock and Mary GrandPré tell the 
fascinating story of Vasily Kandinsky, one of the very first painters of abstract art. Throughout his 
life, Kandinsky experienced colors as sounds, and sounds as colors—and bold, groundbreaking 
works burst forth from his noisy paint box. 

 
The Right Word  
by Jen Bryant 

For shy young Peter Mark Roget, books were the best companions -- and it wasn’t long before 
Peter began writing his own book. But he didn’t write stories; he wrote lists. Peter took his love for 
words and turned it to organizing ideas and finding exactly the right word to express just what he 
thought. His lists grew and grew, eventually turning into one of the most important reference 
books of all time. 

 
A River of Words  
by Jen Bryant 

This picture book biography of William Carlos Williams traces childhood events that lead him to 
become a doctor and a poet. 


