
STORIES IN ART: 
 
“THE GILDLESS AGE” BOOKLIST 
Moving West to the California Dream 
 
 
 
The westward movement, and the dreams the state of California inspired throughout American history, is 
alive and well in literature today.  From the fever of the gold rush, to the wonders of the fertile land or 
making it big in Hollywood, these stories depict characters moving west, in many ways, for many reasons, 
and finding the unexpected along the journey. 
 
 
 
Old Crump: The True Story of a Trip West – Laurie Lawlor 

A family moves west to California, and when they are stuck in Death Valley, their faithful ox Old 
Crump has to carry the children to safety.    (Pair this with the chapter book Patty Reed’s Doll by 
Rachel Laurgaard) 

 
Squirrel and John Muir – Emily McCully 

A wild little girl named Squirrel meets the naturalist John Muir when he visits her parents’ lodge in 
the Yosemite Valley.  (Pair this with a biography of John Muir found in JB MUI) 

 
Sock Monkey Goes to Hollywood – Cece Bell 

When the famous actor Sock Monkey is nominated for an Oswald Award, he faces a significant 
challenge … he has to have a bath! 

 
Nine for California – Sonia Levitin 

A mother and her children head to California on a stagecoach with a bag full of interesting things, 
all of which turn out to be useful on their journey. (Pair this with the sequel Boom Town) 

 
Train to Somewhere – Eve Bunting 

A book about orphans headed west for new lives, and the realization that “sometimes what you 
get turns out to be better than what you wanted in the first place.”  (Pair this with We Rode the 
Orphan Trains by Andrea Warren) 

 
Silent Movie – Avi 

An immigrant boy on the streets of a big city finds his way in silent movies.   
 
Josefina Javelina: A Hairy Tale – Susan Lowell 

Josefina Javelina longs to be a ballerina, so she hits to road to Pasadena and the Big Break 
Talent Agency, but gets her chance at stardom in an unexpected way. 

  
Levi Strauss Gets A Bright Idea: A Fairly Fabricated Story of A Pair of Pants – Tony Johnston 

A look at how Levi Strauss came west to California, missing the gold rush, but making something 
indispensable to this day instead.  

 
Eloise in Hollywood – J. David Stem 

When Eloise gets a meeting with a famous Hollywood Movie Mogul she knows what she must 
pack, how she must act, and what being a major movie star means. 

 
Our California – Pam Muňoz Ryan 

Rhymes and beautiful illustrations describe a trip through California. 
 
G is for Golden: A California Alphabet – David Domeniconi 

From Alcatraz to Zorro, the wonders of California are explored using the alphabet. 


